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Module 2b 

Module 2b: Making plans 

and practising my skills 
What is this module about and why is it important? 

As the girls begin Module 2b, the focus is on practising numeracy, literacy and English 

language skills. Some of the activities will be familiar, as the girls build on learning from 

Module 2a. Some girls may recognise some of the stories, as they are based on real-life 

stories that have been shared with the MOPSE-SAGE team. It is important for the girls to

'see themselves' in the MOPSE-SAGE materials, so they know the activities have been

created to reflect their lives. The MOPSE-SAGE programme is designed to support girls to

develop as lifelong learners, which will benefit themselves and their families. 

At the end of Module 2a, the girls have the opportunity to demonstrate their new learning 

through a writing assessment and their confidence in number sense through the numeracy 

assessment. 

New girls may join the programme in Module 2 because they already have Module 1 skills. 

It is important to welcome the girls and help them feel part of the programme. You might 

want to include more icebreakers and energisers (Appendix A) to help the girls feel part of 

your group. 

The cross-cutting themes in this module are gender (all units), financial literacy (Units 3, 4 

and 7), collaboration (Units 4, 5 and 9), and environmental issues (Units 1 and 4 ). 

Reflective practice 

As you plan your sessions, think about what you learned from the last session - both about 
the girls and your teaching - and ensure you start from this point in your next session. You 
have learned a lot about the girls in your regular learning conversations and it is important 
to use this information as you continue supporting the girls with their learning. 

Think about which ideas and reflections you want to contribute to the termly Reflective 

Practice meetings with your hub team. 

How to use these session guides 

The notes in this guide help you lead the sessions. We recommend you read them carefully 
before the sessions at least twice, and have them available to check during each session. 

Modules, units and sessions 

Remember, do not rush through the units, as this will not support the girls' learning.
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Principles for telephone-based assessment of learning 

Both Progress Assessments for this module can be completed on the telephone. 

Learning English 

Ask the girl to read her sentence(s) aloud in English. She should read the sentence(s) to 

you once. You can score each girl on her use of simple sentences, inclusion of word 

classes and the content. After the girl has read the sentence(s) once, ask her to tell you 

what punctuation she has used and where she has included it in her sentence(s). 

Note: You will need to wait until you see the girl's work to score her letter formation and 

handwriting fluency. 

Note: If the girl struggles with English reading/writing, then she should complete the task in 

her home language. If a girl cannot read a sentence because she has not written one, ask 

her to tell you about a picture she could draw to tell the story. In your next conversation, you 

can ask her to describe the picture to you. 

Numeracy 

Ask the girls to look at the back of the workbook. There she will find a place value charts, a 

multiplication grid and a division chart. Remind her she can use these, or any other 

resources she wishes to answer the questions. 

Read the questions one at a time to the girl and ask her to try them. If she can, ask her to 

describe what she is doing to work out the answer. 

Note: You might like to note which strategies she struggles with or avoids using. 

Note: If the girl cannot attempt Part 1 of a problem, ask her to attempt a simpler version to 

better determine the level at which she is working. For example, for Problem 1 (total and 

differences) ask her to total two 2-digit numbers. For Problem 2 (multiplying and dividing) 

ask her to multiply a 2-digit number by 2 or 5 and for Problem 3 (percentages and decimals) 

ask her to find 50% of smaller number such as 10 or 8. 

Assessing learning for girls with disabilities 

All of the Progress Assessments should be adapted for girls with disabilities. It is 

important to understand what girls are able to do and how best they can demonstrate their 

learning. For some girls with disabilities, attending the hub and making friends is a success. 

The information you collect on the girls' pages in your Progress Book should collect this 

information. 

For example: 

• a girl with a visual impairment can use braille for her Module 2b Literacy/Learning

English assessment;

• or the same girl could say aloud her sentences (if completing the assessment on the

telephone);
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• a girl with a hearing impairment can sign the answers to her numeracy assessment;

or the same girl could sign her answers to a family member for sharing (if completing

the assessment on the telephone);

• a girl with a learning disability may need more time to complete an assessment, or

the learning assistant could write it for her; (or a family member if completing the

assessment on the telephone);

• a girl with a physical disability can pair with another girl, who can present the work

for both of them.

The most important message is that you should know your girls and know how they can 

demonstrate all the things they have learned. Ask and involve your hub team. 

Strengthening learning conversations: principles into practice 

We have included in these session guides some of the resources from the learning 

conversations training (via WhatsApp) as a reminder of your previous learning. Whether 

you are supporting girls face-to-face, in small groups, on the phone, or in 1 :1 situations, the 

principles are the same. 

Starting where learners are involves: 

• understanding girls' achievements to date and starting by returning to the 'last

successful point of learning' (LSPL) i.e. the last concept or activity within a module

the learner was able to engage with

• being willing to engage girls to develop skills that appeared in earlier units, such as

phonics or number recognition
• in each new conversation, seeking to understand what the girl has done with her

learning since the last conversation.

Practices 

• Listen carefully to what girls are saying about what they can do confidently. Find

activities that support their development (these may feature within earlier units). It is

important to build on learner confidence to support progress.

• Be aware of the different stages a girl may be at in relation to literacy and numeracy.

A girl may be at an advanced stage in a module regarding literacy, while struggling in

earlier stages with numeracy. Identify activities and set tasks that are appropriate to

development in both areas.

• Refer back to your record of contact and Progress Book to strengthen future

learning conversations.

• Review learner progress with other hub volunteers and your NFE Buddies in order to

reflect on how best to support individual students.

Planning your sessions 

Each MOPSE-SAGE learning session follows a four-part cycle - PLAN, DO, ASSESS, 

REFLECT. 

When planning your sessions, think about the learning objectives and assessment for girls 

at three different levels. It is useful to do this by planning which activities all girls will 

complete, which activities some higher achieving girls can complete, and which of the 
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extended activities a very small number of girls will be able to achieve. We will refer to 

this as all girls, some girls and some (fewer) girls. 

Icebreakers and energisers 

MOPSE-SAGE is a participatory approach to teaching and learning, so don't forget to keep

the girls active. There are suggestions for icebreakers and energisers (see Appendix A) to 

keep the girls motivated. Choose one icebreaker and one energiser for every session - or 

use your own favourites. Music and dancing are always motivational. 

Learner's Self-Study Workbook 

Each girl will have her own copy of the Module 2b Learner's Self-Study Workbook. You 

will hand out the workbooks in the first session. The workbook provides the girls with 

activities to do in the session and at home. The workbooks are for the girls to write in, both 

in sessions and when they are away from the hub. 

Note: We have responded to feedback from hub teams and included more numeracy 

activities in the Learner's Self-Study Workbook. You will also notice that there are additional 

key resources (templates) at the back of the workbook, so the girls always have access to 

them. These include place-value charts, division chart, multiplication grid and squared 

paper. Remember to tell girls to use these pages to help with their learning. 

Readable stories 

At the end of the workbook there are six 'simple texts' (simple readable stories). They are 

intended as a resource for the girls to use as they wish. They do not have to read them in 

any particular order, and they can read as many or as few as they choose. Remind the girls 

from time to time about this resource, and encourage them to use it. For example, if the 

girls finish their independent work quickly, they can read these simple texts with each other 

or individually. 
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Assessment objectives 
In Module 2b, the MOPSE-SAGE sessions cover the following assessment objectives.
You may be familiar with these as they align to the junior syllabus. 

LITERACY/LEARNING ENGLISH 

Listening/observing 

• Consolidate Module 1 phonics learning

• Respond appropriately to statements and questions; follow a series of instructions

• Write dictated words

• Listen and comprehend various texts

Speaking/signing 

• Participate in discussions and conversations on cross-cutting themes

• Express attitudes, feelings, opinions and interests (inc. intonation and non-verbal

signals)

• Use appropriate register for social interactions, including conveying messages

• Explain processes or sequences events related to other learning areas

• Dramatise texts read

Reading/signing 

• Read aloud and take part in role play with expression

• Read a variety of texts for leisure, including silently and for an audience

• Read to retell a story

Writing/brailling 

• Write legibly and neatly

• Write grammatically correct sentences in guided and free compositions

• Write answers to comprehension questions (with wh- question words)

• Use a range of simple and extended punctuation

Comprehension 

• Answer comprehension questions and infer meaning from the context

• Express different reading skills, including reading for gist, details, skimming and

scanning

• Summarise a given text

Progress Assessment 

There is one assessment of learning for Literacy/Learning English: For girls to 
demonstrate their skills in independent writing, including handwriting, punctuation 

and content. See Appendix B for the Literacy/Learning English Progress Assessment 

form. 
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NUMERACY 

In Module 2b, the MOPSE-SAGE sessions cover the following assessment objectives. You 

may be familiar with these, as they align to the junior syllabus. 

As numeracy provides a foundation for mathematical skills to be used in everyday life, this 

module also focuses on using those skills to develop financial literacy. That is, skills to 

enable the girls to apply their knowledge in the context of setting up or running a business. 

Developing and extending number sense and using it an appropriate context form the basis 

of the Progress Assessment for this module. 

Number 

• Numbers to 1 O 000

• Place value of digits (0,01 to 10 000)
• Number sequences

• Comparison and approximation (10, 100, 1000)
• Estimation (0 to 1 O 000)
• Decimal numbers (up to two places)

• The connections between fractions, decimals and percentages

Operations 

• Addition and subtraction of numbers (up to 10 000)
• Multiplication and division by 10, 100

• Multiplication of two- and three-digit numbers
• Division of three- and four-digit numbers

• Multiplication and division of decimal numbers by 10, 100
• Finding a percentage (10%, 25%, 50%)

Measures 

• Time (am, pm, quarter hours, analogue and digital)

• Conversation of time and time units
• Length - estimating, using and converting metres and centimetres
• Using money in context (up to $10 000)

• Profit and loss
• Market research

Relationships 

• Data handling - tally system, tables, pie charts

Progress Assessment 

There is one assessment of learning for numeracy: For girls to demonstrate their skills in 

Number and Number Operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, percentages 

and decimals). See Appendix C for the Numeracy Progress Assessment form. 
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3. If a girl mistakenly says a 3 or 7 as a number, the count has to start again from one.

4. After a few rounds, ask them to look at the sequence in the workbook on page 20.

Ask the girls to replace the 'clap' with the missing number.

Fizz, buzz! 

The girls first played this game in Module 1 b. 

1. The girls stand or sit in a circle and count in ones.

2. Each time they get to a number that is a multiple of five (5, 10, 15, 20 ... ), they say
'fizz' instead. Practise counting round the circle and back this way.

3. Next add 'buzz'. The girls have to say 'buzz' instead of any multiple of seven (7, 14,

21 ... ).

4. They are now saying both fizz for fives and buzz for sevens.
5. After a few rounds, ask them to look at the sequence in the workbook. Ask the girls

to replace the 'fizz' and 'buzz' with the missing numbers.

Stand Up, Sit Down 

This is a new game. 

1. Put the girls into groups of six/seven, sitting in a circle.

2. Give each girl a number starting from 2 (2, 3, 4 ... )
3. Count out loud together. When you get to a multiple of their number, the girl must

stand up. For example, if her number is 2, she stands up for 2, 4, 6, 8 ... and so on.

If her number is 3, she stands up for 3, 6, 9, 12 ... and so on. Some questions to

ask:

• When you get to 4, ask: Why are two people standing up?

• At 6, ask: When is the next time that 2 and 3 will both stand up?

• At 7, ask: When is the next time that nobody will stand up?

• At 12, ask: When is the next time that 2, 3, 4 and 6 will all stand up?

• At 20, ask: How many people are standing up? Why?

4. Look at the sequences in the workbook for counting in 3s and 4s. Work in pairs to

decide the missing numbers. Does everyone agree?

Independent work 

Ask the girls to work in pairs on questions 5, 6 and 7. The girls should answer each 

question individually and then compare answers with a partner. If they are different, they 

should explain why they chose the number and decide who is right. Try to give them time to 

work out the correct answer themselves. Only give help after you have heard their 

discussion. 

Assess 

Look out for girls who are discussing two different answers. Listen to their reasons. What do 

you find out about what they understand? 
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Independent work 

10 minutes 

Ask the girls to work in pairs to answer the questions about 8th June: 

• How many people came to medical centre in the week beginning 8th June?(40)

• How many girls came to the medical centre?(25% of 40)
• How many women came to the medical centre?(20% of 40)

Assess 

Choose a small group of girls who you think may not understand percentages. Use the 

diagram in the workbook to explain that 50% = ½ and 25% = ¼. 

Reflect 

I understand that 

the things that we 

learn in numeracy 

are used to write 

reports and share 

information. 
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3. Read through the items and check the girls understand their meaning. Ensure girls

understand the 'In' (money coming in) and 'Out' (expenses) columns.

4. Ask them to discuss in small groups what is the same and what is different over the

three years.

5. After 10 minutes discuss as a whole group. Key things to notice and discuss:

• She plans to have a loan in the first year, but not after that.
• She expects the expenses to go up every year.

• In the second and third year she plans to pay wages. Why not in the first year?

What jobs would employees do?

• She plans to make more money from sales every year.

• She doesn't make much profit in the first year.

• She has to put some money aside from the tomato sales to buy the next year's

supplies.

• She puts money aside for unexpected expenses.

• She plans to save 10% of her sales to invest in the business when she has paid

back the loan. Why? What sort of things might she spend the money on? Why is

investment in the business important?

Independent work 

20 minutes

1. Remind the girls about finding 10% of numbers from Module 2a. Point back to the

percentages reminder in the workbook page 24 if needed.

2. Remind them that 10% is the same as one tenth. To find one tenth you divide by 10.

3. Using digit cards and the place-value charts at the back of their workbooks (page

113), ask the girls to work in pairs to find 10% of the tomato sales for Year 2 and

Year 3.

4. Ten minutes before the end, come together and ask someone to show how they

worked out the 10%.

5. Lead a discussion around the importance of making a good business plan and

budgeting carefully so they can plan to invest in their business to make it more

successful.

Assess 

Can the girls remember how to divide by 1 0? Which girls are beginning to plan for their 

future? Do they understand the importance of having a good business plan? 
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Reflect 

I think the girls felt good 

about completing the activity 

without much help from me. 

The girls becoming 

independent readers and 

writers is a big part of what 

the MOPSE-SAGE 

programme aims to achieve! 

1/ 

I 
/ 
! I

Learning English activity 4.2: Creating a short factual 

text 

30 minutes 

Plan 

Write the learning objectives on the board. 

Learning objectives 

Do 

• To create instructions in English

• To read and understand instructions in English

Point to the learning objectives and tell the girls what they are learning in this 

activity. 

Independent work 

30 minutes 

1. Turn to part G (page 41 ). Each girl thinks of and writes an instruction on the line

given in the workbook. Visit them and check their instructions are suitable for this

activity (i.e. it is something that it is possible to do in your surroundings).

2. Each girl shows her instruction to another girl, who must read it and carry it out. Then

they swap roles and repeat.

3. The girls can keep swapping partners and repeat until everybody has paired with

everybody else, or time runs out.
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Unit 5: Many hands make 

light work 
The cross-cutting theme of collaboration is one that MOPSE-SAGE girls enjoy. There are 

many stories of girls teaming together to help each other. In this story, a busy Vimbai is 

helped by her friends. Find out from the girls in your hub how they help each other. 

Learning objectives 

Literacy/Learning English 

• To listen to and understand a story in the home language
• To respond to questions about the text

• To read and understand a story in English and write answers to questions about it

• To develop knowledge of the relationships between letters and sounds

• To develop skills in scanning to find words

• To develop vocabularies in English: bird, rainbow, fork, matches, right, knot, wheel,

soil, yawning, keys

• To develop skills in reading, understanding and creating short factual texts

• To work with useful everyday words and phrases
• To think about managing time

Numeracy 

• To count in minutes and hours

• To use number lines to solve time problems

• To use known number skills in real-life contexts

• To consider financial options and make informed business decisions (financial

literacy)

• To use known number skills in real-life contexts

Subject and activity number Activity 

Session 1 

Literacy 5.1 The unit story 

Learning English 5.1 Letters and sounds word search 

Numeracy 5.1 Counting in minutes and hours 

Numeracy 5.2 Solving problems with time 

Session 2 

Literacy 5.2 Working with a short factual text 

Learning English 5.2 Write your list of activities 

Numeracy 5.3 Would you rather ... ? 

Numeracy 5.4 Time is money 

Time (mins) 

30 

30 

15 

45 

25 

15 

10 

50 
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Learning English activity 5.1: Letters and sounds word 

search 

30 minutes 

Plan 

Write the learning objectives on the board. 

Learning objectives 

• To develop knowledge of the relationships between letters and sounds

• To develop skills in scanning to find words
• To develop vocabularies in English: bird, rainbow, fork, matches, right, knot, wheel,

soil, yawning, keys

Do 

Point to the learning objectives and tell the girls what they are learning in this 

activity. 

Guided work 

10 minutes 

1. The girls open their workbooks at page 49, part E. Focus the first word (bird). Lead

the girls in saying each sound separately. Make sure they say only the sounds of

the letters, without any extra sounds. The invite them to put them in the correct

order and say the whole word.

2. Repeat with two or three more words.

Independent work 

20 minutes 

1. For the rest of the words, get the girls to repeat the process independently in pairs.

They should take in in turns to say the sounds of a word and put them together.

2. When they have done this in pairs, go over the rest of the words with the group.

Lead the girls in saying the sounds and then putting them together.

3. Explain how word search puzzles work for any girls who are unfamiliar with the

format. Then the girls complete the puzzle, individually or in pairs. When they have

finished, invite the correct solution:
-
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For example: 

You could add the one hour, then 4 lots of 5 minutes. You could also add the 4 lots of 5 

minutes and then add the hour. Key is doing the addition in intervals. 

Start 1.10 8.10 8.15 8.20 

6. Repeat the same process with the second problem:

• Read together.

• Discuss how to solve.

• Share different approaches.

Independent work 

25 minutes 

1 . Turn to page 52 in the workbook. 

8.25 a.3o Finish 

2. Read out the activities in 'A day in the life of a MOPSE-SAGE girl'. Ask: 'How is this 

the same as or different from your day?'

3. The girls sort the activities in the MOPSE-SAGE girl's day into three columns in the 

table. Encourage them to discuss their responses as the time taken on tasks may 

vary:

• Column 1: chore takes less than ½ hour

• Column 2: chore takes between ½ hour and 1 hour

• Column 3: chore takes more than 1 hour.
Assess 

Before the session starts, look back in your Progress Book to find your notes about the 

girls learning to tell the time. Decide on a focus group of girls for the Learning Assistant to 

work with during this session. Ask herto feedback to you with what the girls were able to do. 

If you do not have a learning assistant, you can do this yourself. 

Reflect 

This session is a bit different from the time 

sessions we have done before. The focus is 

on solving problems with time, rather than 

telling the time. I will need a new section in 

my Progress Book for this. 
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Unit 5: Session 2 

Literacy activity 5.2: Working with a short factual text 

25 minutes 

Plan 

Write the learning objectives on the board. 

Learning objectives 

Do 

• To develop skills in reading, understanding and creating short factual texts

• To work with useful everyday words and phrases

• To think about managing time

Point to the learning objectives and tell the girls what they are learning in this 

activity. 

Guided work 

10 minutes 

1. Ask the girls to look again at the unit story on page 46. Ask them to summarise what 

happened. They should do this in pairs, and create a summary in one or two 

sentences. Ideally, they will write this in the pages at the back of the workbook. For 

example: Vimbai couldn't go to a MOPSE-SAGE session because she had too many 

chores, so her friends came to her home and helped her.

2. Turn to part Fon page 50. Read through the list of activities. Check understanding of 

each one. Ask volunteers to mime doing each activity.

Guided work 

15 minutes 

1. Still in their pairs, the girls go through the activities, and discuss how long they think

each one will take. When they have done this, the pairs add all the times together

(using numeracy skills).

2. Invite pairs to share their total times. Are the totals similar or very different? If they

are very different, discuss any difference of opinion about how long the activities

take.

Assess 

In this (and any other speaking activity) while they are speaking, listen to the girls' 

pronunciation of English. Is it clear and accurate enough that any English speaker could 

understand it? If not, they may need to practise saying words with accurate pronunciation. 

75 



76 
-

Module 2b 

Reflect 

Until now, I hadn't thought much about 

how much time I was spending on 

chores at home. It made me think 

about how to plan my time, so I have 

the time I need for other things like 

learning and working to make a good 

future for myself. 

Learning English activity 5.2: Write your list of activities 

15 minutes 

Plan 

Write the learning objectives on the board. 

Learning objectives 

• To develop skills in reading, understanding and creating short factual texts

• To work with useful everyday words and phrases
• To think about managing time

Do 

Point to the learning objectives and tell the girls what they are learning in this 

activity. 

Independent work 

1. Turn to part G. Ask the girls to make a list of activities, similar to Vimbai's list on the 

previous page. However, their list can include other activities (not just chores around 

the home), like coming to MOPSE-SAGE sessions. Also it should cover the whole 

week, not just one day. They should also think about how much time they spend on 

each activity

2. This is an individual task, but ask the girls to work in pairs, so they can help each 

other. Visit them while they do it, and give help and encouragement where it is 

needed.

3. Have a brief whole-group discussion about the total times that the girls have come 

up with. How much free time do they have? What do they do with that free time?
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Assess 

This activity may help you to find out about which girls are expected to do a lot of chores at 

home, and may help explain it they are missing sessions or not doing the at-home tasks. 

Girls in this situation may need extra help and support to keep them from falling behind the 

progress of the others. 

Reflect 

Some of the activities that were in the 

girls' lists surprised me. I learned 

something about their lives outside 

the sessions today. Knowing a little 

more about them as people can help 

me in my role as an educator. 

Numeracy activity 5.3: Would you rather ... ? 

10 minutes 

Plan 

Write the learning objective on the board. 

Learning objective 

• To use known number skills in real-life contexts

You will need: 

Do 

✓ 'A' and 'B' signs for each side of the room.

Point to the learning objective and tell the girls what they are learning in this activity. 

10 minutes 

1. Point to the signs on each side of the room. Say you are going to give the girls two

choices - A or B. When you say 'Go!' they should go and stand by the option they

have chosen. Explain that not all the questions have 'correct' answers.

2. Give the girls a moment to consider each question. After each go, choose one girl

who has stood on each side of the room. Ask her why she made that choice.

• Would you rather have (a) 7 bags of 5 apples or (b) 3 bags of 12 apples?

• Would you rather walk (a) 2000 m or (b) 1.5 km?

77 
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• Would you rather have (a) 13 $5 notes or 33 $2 notes?

• Would you rather (a) walk 1500 m then ride in a cart for 1600 m or (b) walk 1300
m then ride in a cart for 1800 m?

• Would you rather be given (a) $50 today or (b) $5 a week for 10 weeks?

3. There is no 'correct' answer for the fourth and fifth questions. Sometimes it is hard to

make decisions, we have to consider lots of different things. And what is a right
decision for you might not be right for someone else.

Assess 

Notice the girls who struggle to choose, they may need extra support later in the session. 

Reflect 

I had some girls work in 

pairs if they were finding 

making a choice hard. I 

challenged other girls to 

think of different 'would you 

rather' questions to ask the 

others. 

1/ 

Numeracy activity 5.4: Time is money 

50 minutes 

Plan 

Write the learning objectives and key vocabulary on the board. 

Learning objectives 

• To consider financial options and make informed business decisions (financial
literacy)

• To use known number skills in real-life contexts

Key vocabulary 

profit, loss, income, expenditure 

You will need: 

✓ to check local prices for animal feed and cow's milk; write these on the board
✓ to write: You have 10 goats and each goat gives 3-4 litres of milk a day on the

board.
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Unit 6: It's time for a 

sight test 
You may have girls in your hub with visual impairments or with albinism. Be sensitive to 

their needs when you introduce the unit story. It is important that all girls are accepting 

of each other, and that includes the adults too. 

Learning objectives 

Literacy/Learning English 

• To listen to and understand a story in the home language
• To respond to questions about the text
• To read and understand a story in English and write answers to questions about it
• To develop knowledge of basic punctuation marks

• To develop skills in reading and writing texts in English and home language
• To develop skills in reading, understanding and creating short factual texts
• To work with useful everyday words and phrases

• To learn about organisations that help people with disabilities
• To develop skills in working out the meanings of unfamiliar words from their context
• To develop skills in reading and understanding real-world texts

Numeracy 

• Understanding operations
• Solving number operation problems
• Solving number operation problems (2 operations)
• Understand how to use multiplication to increase the size of objects

Subject and activity number Activity 

Session 1 

Literacy 6.1 The unit story 

Learning English 6.1 Punctuation 

Numeracy 6.1 What operation? 

Numeracy 6.2 Function machines 

Numeracy 6.3 Double functions 

Session 2 

Literacy 6.2 Working with a short factual text 

Learning English 6.2 Working out meanings from the context 

Numeracy 6.4 More double functions 

Numeracy 6.5 Magnifying 

Time (mins) 

30 

30 

10 

30 

20 

40 

15 

10 

50 
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Guided/Independent work 

Part 2 

15 minutes 

1. Move on to the second part of activity F. Focus on the first word (young). Ask the

girls to work in pairs and find the sentence in the story. (Chiedza was still working

with some other young women to make clothes.) Say the sentence together, and

check understanding of the meaning. Explain, demonstrate or translate if necessary.
2. Repeat with two or three more words and their sentences (women is in the same

sentence as young). Then pairs continue, and find the remaining sentences.

3. Invite pairs to share their results. For each word, say the sentence from the story

together, and check understanding of the meaning. Explain, demonstrate or translate

if necessary.

The sentences from the story: 

Chiedza was still working with some other young women to make clothes. 

"How's the business going?" Vimbai asked. 

We can do it very well, and we think the other business can't. 

... we've got less work. 

She wants to talk to you. 

"There's just one problem ... ," said Rudo. 

"Let me guess," said Chiedza with a laugh. 

"But I think we should wait until it's near the time that you start school again. 

You'll be a bit taller then, won't you?" 

Assess 

Scanning a text to find a word is an important reading skill, especially when looking for 

information in a text. Notice which girls seem to struggle with this. When planning the 

activities based on the short factual texts in Units 8 and 9 (8G and 9F in the Learners' Self

Study Workbook) focus on these girls during the Independent work stage or ask the 

learning assistant to support them. 

Reflect 

I hadn't really thought about how 
looking for a word in a longer text 
was an essential reading skill, but 
now I see that it is. I do it almost 
every day, including when I use the 
MOPSE-SAGE Session Guide! 
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Assess 

This game enables girls to practise division skills. Watch as they play and support any girls 

who are struggling. 

Reflect 

This is great game to 

know and girls can play it 
at home, or when they 
have completed other 

work as good practice. 

Learner's Self-Study Workbook 

5 minutes 

1. Ask the girls to read the Unit 8 story and answer the questions about the text at

home if they can.

2. Invite them to do the writing activity in part I.
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Unit 8: Don't forget your 

dreams 
Ask the girls in your hub what they want to do when they finish their last MOPSE-SAGE 

module. 

Learning objectives 

Literacy/Learning English 

• To listen to and understand a story in the home language

• To respond to questions about the text

• To read and understand a story in English and write answers to questions about it
• To develop knowledge of the relationships between letters and sounds

• To develop vocabularies in English
• To develop skills in reading, understanding and creating short factual texts
• To work with useful words and phrases

• To think further about the themes of the unit
• To develop skills in reading, understanding and creating short factual texts
• To think about the features and characteristic of books
• To promote a 'culture of reading'

Numeracy 

• To read, write and order numbers with five digits
• To round numbers to the nearest 1000
• To tell the time to o'clock, half past, quarter to and quarter past

• To tell the time to the nearest 5 minutes

• To write times in digital form

Subject and activity number Activity Time (mins) 

Literacy 8.1 

Learning English 8.1 

Numeracy 8.1 

Numeracy 8.2 

Literacy 8.2 

Learning English 8.2 

Numeracy 8.3 

Numeracy 8.4 

Session 1 

The unit story 

Letters and sounds crossword 

Ordering five-digit numbers 

Collecting for charity 

Session 2 

Working with a short factual text 

Create a book cover 

Quarter to and quarter past 

Writing the time in different ways 

30 

25 

25 

35 

25 

30 

35 

25 
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Independent work 

15 minutes 

1. For the rest of the words, get the girls to repeat the process independently in pairs.

They should take in in turns to say the sounds of a word and put them together.

2. When the girls have worked in pairs, go over the rest of the clues with the group.

Lead the girls in saying the sounds and then putting them together to make words.

3. The girls complete the crossword puzzle, individually or in pairs. When they have

finished, invite the correct solution. For each word, get them to practise the word for

pronunciation. Answers: 1 across: snake, 1 down: soap, 2: burger, 3: gate, 4: leaf, 5: fish, 6:
straw, 7: jacket, 8: paint, 9: rope, 10: fire, 11: moth

Assess 

Notice how easy the girls found it to say the individual sounds of the letters and groups of 

letters. This is a key reading skill. Do they need more practice? Record your observations in 

your Progress Book. 

Reflect 

Four of the words in the puzzle were new to 
me in English, and I didn't know how to spell 
some of the others. I know we learnt the 

sounds of oa and ur in sessions before, but I 

had forgotten them. So, I learnt quite a lot 
from this simple puzzle! 

Numeracy activity 8.1: Ordering five-digit numbers 

25 minutes 

Plan 

Write the learning objective and key vocabulary on the board. 

Learning objective 

• To read, write and order numbers with five digits

Key vocabulary 

thousand, ten thousand 

Do 

Point to the learning objective and tell the girls what they are learning in this activity. 
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5. Work through the February example in the same way.

Independent work 

15 minutes

1. The girls round the total collected each month to the nearest thousand.

2. They shade in the thermometer for each month.

Assess 

Say some five-digit number for rounding up or down to the nearest thousand. Ask the girls 

to point towards the sky if they think the number should round up, towards the ground if 
they think it should round down. While the girls are playing, watch and listen to see if they 

are rounding correctly. Record in your Progress Book the girls who are confident. 

Reflect 

I imagine the number is on the hill 

between the thousands and then 

think about which way it would roll. 

I find it easier to estimate where the 

numbers are on the number line and 

see which thousand it is closest to. 
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Do 

Point to the learning objectives and tell the girls what they are learning in this 

activity. 

Guided work 

15 minutes 

Reminder: in Module 2a (Numeracy activity 3.1: Time in intervals) you looked at telling the 

time to the nearest five minutes. 

1. Turn to page 90 in the workbooks. Look at the five clocks. Point out that each clock

only has a minute hand. The girls have to match each clock with a time by drawing

a line between them. Give them time to discuss in pairs before discussing answers.

2. Tell the girls to add the hour hand to show the time on each day.

• Monday

• Tuesday

• Wednesday

• Thursday

• Friday

ten minutes past 5 

twenty-five minutes to 3 

five minutes past 8 

ten minutes to five 

9 o'clock 

3. Introduce digital time, like that on a phone. It is important to separate the hours and

minutes with : and not confuse it with a decimal.

4. Count around your clock in 5-minute intervals from Oto 60. The girls can follow in

their workbooks. Stop at quarter past and link to 15, and quarter to at 45.

5. Make twenty-five past three on your clock. Explain this is written as 'twenty-five

minutes past three', or 3:25. Repeat with:

• twenty minutes past seven (7:20)

• five minutes past nine (9:05)

• quarter past ten (10:15).

6. Make 'twenty minutes to two' on your clock. Explain this is written as 'twenty minutes

to two' or 1 :40. Repeat with:

• ten minutes to three (2:50)
• twenty-five minutes to two (1 :35)

• quarter to four (3:45).

Independent work 

10 minutes 

Turn to the workbook page 91. Write each time in two different ways. 

Assess 

Listen in to some conversations and make some notes in your Progress Book about how 

confident the girls are to talk about telling time. Are there particular times that cause 

difficulties? Do some girls struggle with time in different formats - analogue time, digital 
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Unit 9: Applying for a 

training course 
In addition to setting up a business, or returning to school, some girls may wish to start or 

apply to join a training course. For some girls this will be new information. This unit story 

explains some of the application process. 

Learning objectives 

Literacy/Learning English 

• To listen to and understand a story in the home language
• To respond to questions about the text

• To read and understand a story in English and write answers to questions about it

• To develop knowledge of the relationships between letters and sounds

• To develop skills in reading and writing longer words

• To develop vocabularies in English

• To develop skills in reading, understanding and creating short factual texts
• To work with useful words and phrases

• To consider future pathways to an occupation

• To develop skills in reading, understanding and filling in a form

• To work with useful words and phrases for form completion

• To think about how to fill in a form

Numeracy 

• To count backwards and forwards in tenths

• To convert between centimetres and millimetres

• To write numbers with two decimal places

• To solve problems with money and length to two decimal places

• To convert between centimetres and metres

Subject and activity number Activity Time (mins) 

Session 1 

Literacy 9.1 The unit story 30 

Learning English 9.1 Reading longer words 20 

Numeracy 9.1 Counting in tenths 20 

Numeracy 9.2 Measuring in mm 40 

Session 2 

Literacy 9.2 Working with a short factual text 25 

Learning English 9.2 Fill in a form 25 

Numeracy 9.3 Make my number 10 

Numeracy 9.4 Building a sunshade 50 
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despite not having completely understood the texts. Record your findings in your Progress 

Book. 

Reflect 

It was interesting to think about 

the possibility of doing a course 

when MOPSE-SAGE sessions 

end. I'll find out what options 

there may be for me. 

Learning English activity 9.2: Fill in a form 

25 minutes 

Plan 

Write the learning objectives on the board. 

Learning objectives 

• To develop skills in reading, understanding and filling in a form

Do 

• To work with useful words and phrases for form completion
• To think about how to fill in a form

Point to the learning objectives and tell the girls what they are learning in this 

activity. 

Guided work 

10 minutes 

1. Turn to part G (page 97). Read through the list of courses. Ask for suggestions about

what people learn in each type of course. Ask for additional suggestions for 'your

idea'.

2. Tell the girls that they must each choose a course, and think of reasons why they

would like to do it. Tell them to sit with their eyes closed for at least one minute, and

imagine reasons for doing the course.
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You will need: 

✓ to draw this place-value chart on your board:

hundreds tens ones tenths hundredths 

✓ digit cards
✓ to write these three numbers on separate pieces of paper, folded in half so the girls

can't see:

34,56 427,36 245,28 

Do 

Point to the learning objective and tell the girls what they are learning in this activity. 

Guided work 

10 minutes 

1. Turn to page 99 in the workbook and find the place-value chart.
2. Show the girls the folded paper. Tell the girls they are going to make the hidden

number.

3. Read out the following instructions about where to place the digit cards for the first

number (34,56). Be sure to read these carefully so girls do not confuse 'ten' with
'tenth', 'hundred' with 'hundredths' and so on.

• Put a 5 in the tenths column.

• Put a 4 in the ones column.

• Put a 6 in the hundredths column.

• Put a 3 in the tens column.

4. Open your piece of paper and show the girls - do they have the same number as
you? Read the number out loud.

5. Repeat for 427,36.

6. Repeat for 245,28.

Assess 

Note any continuing issues with place value. 
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1. Tell the girls that six mums and babies decide to build a shady area where they can
meet and play. They imagine four poles with a cloth attached (see page 100 in the
workbook).

2. Organise the girls into groups of four and go outside.

• Remind the girls of the activity in Module 2a where they stood on a square metre.
• Ask the girls in their groups to stand 1 m apart in a square. They will need to

estimate a metre.
• Check their estimates with your square metre.

3. Ask the girls to discuss how big the shade will need to be in square metres for six
mums and babies.

• How long and wide will it be?
• Remind them that the area is the length times the width.
• Make a record of their estimates on your chalkboard:

Group Length Width Area 

4. Discuss the range of estimates and agree on one to check. Ask a group of six girls to
sit together. Is the size about right? Agree the length and width of the shade.

5. Now they need to think about the poles. Timber is sold in lengths of 1,65 metres or
2, 15 metres.

• Discuss the meaning of 1,65 metres (1 m and 65 cm, or 165 cm) and 2, 15 metres
(2 m and 15 cm).

• Ask: 'Wi/11,65 be high enough? Too high, not high enough or about right?'

Measure one or two girls in the group to find out how tall they are in metres and
cm.

• Agree whether the mums should buy the 1,65 metre poles or the 2, 15 metre
poles.

Independent work 

20 minutes 

1. Remind the girls of the hub dollars that they made.
2. The unit price of the timber poles are shown in the table (workbook page 100).

Timber (1,65 m) H$35,25 
Timber (2 15m) H$42 15 
Cloth (per metre) H$ 6,25 

3. Ask the girls to work in pairs to calculate the cost of four 1,65-m poles. Encourage
them to complete the calculation mentally if they can. Remind them of ways in which
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Unit 10: Vimbai's Plan B 
In this final unit, you need to complete the Numeracy Progress Assessments for all the 

girls. If you are working 1-2-1 or in small groups, you will need to allocate enough time for 

the girls to show you their best work. The assessment should take no longer than 20 

minutes. If you are supporting girls on the telephone, refer back to page 3 of this guide 

Principles for telephone-based assessment of learning. To complete the 

Literacy/Learning English Progress Assessment, you will need to see the girls' 

individual workbooks. 

Learning objectives 

Literacy/Learning English 

• To listen to and understand a story in the home language

• To respond to questions about the text

• To read and understand a story in English and write answers to questions about it

• To develop knowledge of some common 'tricky' spellings

• To develop skills in reading and writing single words

• To develop vocabularies in English

• To consider information that has been learned in this and previous modules

• To consider pathways after finishing the MOPSE-SAGE programme

• 

Numeracy 

• To find a remainder after division

• Understand how to use multiplication to increase the size of objects

• Revising multiplying and dividing numbers by 10 and 100

• 

Subject and activity number Activity 

Session 1 

Literacy 1 0 .1 The unit story 

Learning English 10.1 'Tricky spellings' word search 

Literacy 10.2 What are we going to do next? 

Session 2 

Numeracy 10.1 Remainder game 

Numeracy 10.2 Magnify your design 

Numeracy 10.3 First to five 

Time (mins) 

30 

25 

15-30

15 

15 

15 
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Literacy activity 10.2: What are we going to do next? 
15-30 minutes 

Plan 

Write the learning objectives on the board. 

Learning objectives 

Do 

• To consider information that has been learned in this and previous modules

• To consider pathways after finishing the MOPSE-SAGE programme

Point to the learning objectives and tell the girls what they are learning in this 

activity. 

Independent work 

1. Turn to part F (page 106). Read through the instruction. In pairs, girls share their

ideas about what each character may do in the future. In some cases, there has

been some information about this in the module. In other cases, they can make

guesses.

2. Ask the girls to share their ideas as a group.

3. Tell the girls that they will write down their guesses and that this piece of writing will

be assessed.

4. Encourage the girls to do their very best and to include punctuation they know how

to use,

5. Note: A reminder that this is not the only piece of writing you will use to assess the

girls' progress in writing.

Character information 

Vimbai wants to learn about horticulture, and to start growing fruit and vegetables. 

Rudo is Vimbai's younger sister. She wants to go back to school. 

Glory wants to start her own restaurant. 

Bethsaida hasn't said what she wants to do in these stories. Her family has a scrap metal 

business. Perhaps she will work with that. 

Thandiwe hasn't said what she wants to do next in these stories. 

Kiri is Glory's friend from Mozambique (in Module 2a). She hasn't said what she wants to 

do next in these stories. 

Zendaya and Precious appeared in Modules 1a-1c. They didn't say what they wanted to 

do next. 

Progress Assessment 

The Literacy/Learning English Progress Assessment asks the girls to demonstrate their 

skills in independent writing, including handwriting, punctuation and content. 











Module 2b 

Appendix A: Icebreakers and 

energisers 
1. KANA NDIKADAI

Objective: This Shona game teaches leadership and thinking skills. You can sing the 

words in the home language, in Shona or in English. 

1. Move the desks and chairs to the side. Make a space for the girls to stand up.

2. Choose one girl to be the leader. She stands facing the other girls.

3. The girl leader performs a physical movement/action. The other girls copy.

4. While performing the action, she sings 'Kana ndikadai' (If I do this) and the rest of

the girls answer 'Zvoshamisa' (It's amazing).

5. The girl chooses another action and sings again. When she has no more ideas, she

chooses another girl to take over.

The song progresses like this:

Leader: Kana ndikadai (If I do this)

Chorus: Zvoshamisa (It's amazing)

L: Kana ndikadai (If I do this)

C: Zvoshamisa (It's amazing)

L: Kana ndikadai (If I do this)

C: Zvoshamisa (It's amazing)

L: Kana ndikadai (If I do this)

C: Zvoshamisa (It's amazing)

L: Kana ndikadai (If I do this)

C: Zvoshamisa (It's amazing)

The game continues until ten girls have had a turn. Remember to choose different girls the 

next time you play. 

2. SAGE, SIMBA, MASIMBA

Objective: Thinking in multiples of 3, 5 and 10. 

1. The girls stand or sit in a circle and count in fives in turn.

2. Count round the circle in threes.

3. Explain that the next time they count, each time they get to a number that is a

multiple of 3 they say 'SAGE' and when they reach a multiple of 5 they say 'SIMBA'.

Finally add 'MASI MBA' for multiples of 10.

4. Anyone who says the wrong thing is out

5. The last girl remaining is the winner.

3. KEEP YOUR DISTANCE

Objective: Group awareness 

1. Each girl should select two other girls in her head.

2. She should then choose a distance to stay away from both girls.

149 
-













Acknowledgements

Except for third party materials and otherwise stated below, this content is made available 
under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike license. You are free to use, adapt and re-
use this material as long as you credit this source appropriately and license the material under 
the same terms.

For more information visit: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

• Diagram in Unit 1, Numeracy activity 1.5: How much milk? adapted from IGATE project
(Improving girls access through transforming education), IGATE Foundational Numeracy,
Module 4 ,Unit 3.3, pages 35-38 and re-shared under CC-BY-SA

https://www.wvi.org/education-and-life-skills/igate-improving-girls-access-through- 
transforming-education 

• Diagram in Unit 7, Numeracy activity 7.3: Dividing three- and four-digit numbers adapted
from IGATE project as above. IGATE Foundational Numeracy Module 5 ,Unit 3.3, pages
32-35 and re-shared under CC-BY-SA

All other illustrations and diagrams are copyright The Open University and included in the CC-
BY-SA license apart from partner logos.

Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders. If any have been inadvertently 
overlooked the publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first 
opportunity.



Girls’
Education
Challenge


